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WE AND THE NATURE

Sanatkumar Arwade,
President,

Shri Bahubali Brahmacharyashram, Bahubali.

XXXII Rotary Dist. 317 Conference Kolhapur.
VI" Plenary Session
Sat. 2" Feb. 1991
Key note Speaker
Smt. Sharayu Daftari
Moderator : Sanatkumar Arwade

Man, since his origin, has lived
in harmony with Nature, holding
Nature in awe and reverence. The
Vedas, folklore and scriptures of
different religions, faiths and beliefs
speak of the need for harmony with the
Universe, which is the only habitat not
only of man but also of all animals,
birds, insects, plants and vegetation.
The mutually supporting role of all
living things is often mentioned as a
crucial factor for a balanced social and
harmonious existence. Respect for all
life is a part of Indian Philosophy.
Hinduism, Buddhism and Jainism all
preached non-violence and reverence
for living creatures. The Jain ecological
philosophy is synonymous with this
principle. Bhagwan Mahavir
proclaimed a profound truth for all
times to come when he said :

One who neglects or disregards
the existence of earth, air, fire, water
and vegetation disregards his own

existence which is entwined with them.

Jaina cosmology recognizes the
fundamental natural phenomenon of
symbiosis or mutual dependence,
which forms the basis of the modern
day science of ecology. The much

quoted edict ‘“uwmUEE@l SHa®’ is an

exemplication of this philosophy.

In the past, Man has availed of
the benevolence of Nature, but in a
modest and nearly harmonious manner.
However, the same man in the name of
a modern life style and civilised living
and with tremendous technological
accomplishments, increasing
industrialization and rapid
urbanization, has blatantly exploited
environment. This has disturbed the
harmony between a Man and Nature,
posing a serious problem of
environment before mankind.

This has gripped the
imagination and thinking of
enlightened people, organized groups
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and governments in most of the
developed and developing countries.
However the public in general and local
communities in particular, must take a
much greater interest in a matter which
concerns their future, and the future of
their children and their children's
children. Here voluntary organizations
have a greatrole to play in educating the
common people. Like other voluntary
organizations. Rotary has also become
aware of this environmental problem.
The R.I. Board in its first meeting in
1990-91 in Vancouver, B.C.; Canada
considered this global problem and
adopted the “Preserve Planet Earth”
with emphasis on environmental
activities by clubs and districts as a
pilot programme for R.I. for 1990-91
through 1992-93. The programme
sprang from president Paula Costa.
There is good response from Rotarians
all over the world to this programme.

So it is but natural that this topic
of global importance is included in the
conference agenda.

Today we have amongst us as
key note speaker Smt. Sharayu Daftari,
an eminent industrialist from
Maharashtra. I may call her a

Philanthropist in the industrial field.
Being an industrialist she known the
ecological and environmental
problems arising out of
Industrialization and Urbanization.
Added to this she was also one of the
signatories to “The Jain Declaration on
Nature” submitted in London to Prince
Phillip who 1is the President of World
Wildlife Fund for Nature.

May I request you, Madam to
present your key note address.

The gist of her speech was as
under.

We are living in the final decade
of this 20" century. Let us leave good
legacy to our children. Let us be the
Great Hope of the 21" Century.
Therefore let us unite in a mighty
challenging effort to Preserve Planet
Earth. We are the heirs of the Earth. Our
Planet 1s our home. Let us love it,
preserveitand saveit.

Jaina ecology recognizes the
fundamental phenomenon of symbiosis
or mutual dependence. “Parasparo
Jeevanam” is an exemplication of the
philosophy. Let us follow this
philosophy for the good future of 21"

century. 'j ﬂ 'j
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