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Anekantavad And World Peace

Sanatkumar Arwade,
President,

Shri Bahubali Brahmacharyashram, Bahubali.

We are living in an age of space
technology. Though technology has
brought all parts of the world within
instant physical communication, but
they remain separated by barriers of
ignorance and indifference. There is
growing unrest and tension in all parts
of the world. Messages from great
saints and seers have not helped the
easing of this tension or promoting
world peace. It is ridden with
prejudices, indifferent and intolerant
attitude and religious fanaticism.

In today's terror - ridden violent
world, “Religious Pluralism” has
acquired vital significance. We observe
that innocent people are becoming
victims of falsely ignited religious
sentiments though the basic tenet of all
religions is good brotherly behavior
towards every being.

Lord Mahavir said, “All that we
are is the result of our own thoughts”.
And, what we think relates to our
beliefs and experiences which may
pertain to ourselves or to other beings
or to both. In order to understand any

one of them, it is necessary to
understand the other two. Only a
dispassionate study based on a
sympathetic examination and rational
analysis of them will help mutual
understanding and a happy
reconciliation even in the face of severe
antagonism.

The majesty of the human form
of'life lies in the flowering of the natural
qualities of the human soul,
compassion, forgiveness, love,
altruism are some of the qualities which
bestow peace and happiness for which
the whole world is striving. And such
qualities are developed and nurtured by
undertaking the invisible inward
journey.

The Jain Theory “Anekantavad,
is truly extensive and is at the root of
Universal Co-operation and
brotherhood. It embraces a non-critical
attitude toward many angles, the Truth
consists of, tolerance toward other
views and abhors fanaticism and
fundamentalism that lead as we are

witnessing now in the present, violence
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and destruction through heinous acts of
terrorism in the name of religion.

However the Jain doctrines
have, over centuries, not only
inculcated right outlook and deeds in
life ethos of the faithful, but also
influenced India's culture of tolerance
and harmony in the midst of diversity
and plurality. Accordingly, they appear
to ensure collective benefits in social
matters, deliver compassion on moral
ground, and advance peace and
harmony in the society.

However, what a paradox it is
that today world is torn apart because of
religious fanaticism. Instead of being
tolerant of other faiths and view-points,
and living in co-operation and harmony
with all communities and nations,
matters have deteriorated to such an
extent that peace has disappeared from
the human horizon and fear and terror
have gripped the human race.

A big question, therefore, arises
whether in such a gloomy scenario, is
there any ray of light that would lead the
world to bright sunshine of human
existence with peace and harmony. The
only hope of survival lies in generating
attitudinal change towards wvarious
religious philosophies and ideologies.
That is embracing religious pluralism
by accepting the jaina theory of

Anekantvada. At a time when religious
fundamentalism and ideological
fanaticism are darkening wise counsel
and extinguishing human sympathies,
the relations between various religions
are severely strained, the existence of
Jain philosophy of Anekantvad is like a
ray of light in the encircling gloom and
asymbol of hope for the future.

In a winder perspective,
“Anekant” accords respect for all
ideologies and reverence for all
understandings. The principle of “Live
& Let Live” is put on a high pedestal. |
shall quote the following Shloka in
Prakrit language which is always
recited by the Jains, which signifies
importance of forgiveness and
friendship as kith and kin.

“Khamemi Savva - Jive,

Savve Jiva. Khamantu Me

Mitti Me Sevva - Bhuesu

Veram Majjha Na Kenai”

Translated it conveys

[ forgive all beings

Letall beings pardon me

[ have friendship with all beings.

And I have no enmity with anybody.

This is the zenith of “Religious
Pluralism” since it talks of Universal
brotherhood and togetherness. What
else is necessary for us to make our life
noble and gracious and to live as one
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entity on this planet earth.

We are happy that our Indian
Constitution enshrines this and other
ideologies of Jainism. It grants
generous and equal rights to all,
including minorities, to follow their
own religion. Hence along with
Hinduism, Islam, Christianity, Jainism
and Buddhism and others, one and all
are extensively practiced in this Holy
Land. In the religious idiom, it is
expressed as

“Sarva Dharma Samabhav”

Thus is signifies

Equanimity for All Religious.

This 1s “Religious Pluralism”
widely observed. This is “Anekant”
abundantly operative.

P. P. 108 Shri

Samantbhadra Maharaj through

Gurudev

Gurukul System of Education
propagated the teachings of the
Tirthankaras which became the source
of the spiritual and moral uplift of the
students learning in the Gurukul.
Various doctrines enunciated by the
Jinas have given rise to Vratas (vows)
which are Ahimsa, Satya, Asteya,
Aparigraha and Brahmacharya which
are inevitable to live the present life and
to seek eternal truth. This Gurukul also
produced hundreds of selfless and
dedicated workers who remained
unmarried to further promote this
mission. The present younger
generation owes to P. P. Shri Gurudev
for this glorious legacy left behind
which will show the real path towards

200

happy life.
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