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Abstract. The Jaina term moha is
habitually carried over into another vocabulary
by one of several near-equivalents — avidya,
ajfidna and maya among the Indian terms, and
“ignorance,” “delusion” and “illusion” in
English. This paper argues that no one of these
is adequate, because each localises the
deluded condition in a single faculty or object,
whereas moha, as fixed in the Prakrit sources
and the Digambara scholastic tradition, is a
conjunction of four features: it is a positive
disposition (bhava) of the soul; conditioned by
a real deluding (mohaniya) karma of twenty-
eight species; two-winged, reaching across
both cognition (darsana-moha) and conduct
(caritra-moha); and relational, the mis-relating
of a real soul to a real world. Examining each
candidate term against this standard, the
paper concludes — by a via negativa — that
mohais bestretained untranslated.

Keywords: moha; Jaina philosophy; Prakrit
literature; avidya; maya; delusion; mohaniya
karma; darsana-moha and caritra-moha,;
translation.

1. Introduction: The Problem and
the Standard

Before moha can be traced through
the Prakrit literature or set against the several
philosophies, a prior question must be settled:
what does the word mean, and what is lost
when it is carried over into another
vocabulary? Within the Indian languages the
term shades into avidya, ajfidna and maya; in
English it is rendered now as ignorance, now
as delusion, now as illusion. These are notidle
variants: each carries a model of what goes
wrong in the deluded soul, so that to adopt one
is already to take a position on the nature of
moha.

Itis well, then, to fix at the outset what
mohais inthe sources, so thatthe survey has a
standard against which to measure. The noun
derives from the root Ymuh, “to become
stupefied, bewildered or perplexed, to err”; the
lexicons gloss it as stupefaction,
bewilderment, error, folly, infatuation and
delusion (Apte; Monier-Williams), and its Vedic
background, the adjective mogha (“empty,
vain, foolish”), already couples the cognitive
with the affective. The Bhagavad-gita traces a
ladder from the passions to the ruin of

judgment — krodhad bhavati sammohah,
“from anger arises delusion” (2.63).

The Jaina sources give this double
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sense a precise doctrinal form. The Jainendra
Siddhanta Kosa defines moha as padartha ka
anyatha grahana — “the apprehending of a
thing otherwise than it is” — and preserves the
old Prakrit line that fixes the term:

davvadiesu madho bhavo jivassa
havadi moho tti — “The deluded
disposition (bhava) of the soul with
regard to substances (dravya) and
the rest: thatis moha.”

Two things here deserve note. First,
moha is a bhava, a positive modification of the
jiva, not a mere absence. Second, its fault is
relational: it is the soul's mis-apprehending of
substances that are themselves real, not the
conjuring of unreal ones. The doctrine of
karma sharpens both points. Moha is borne in
the soul by a distinct deluding karma, the
mohaniya, reckoned the most consequential
of the eight and comprising twenty-eight
species — mohaniyassa kammassa atthavisa
payadio (Satkhandagama; cf. Gommatasara,
Karmakanda 36) — which the Tattvartha-sdtra
divides into two wings: darsana-mohaniya, the
deluding of view, and céritra-mohaniya, the
deluding of conduct, comprising the sixteen
kasdyas and nine nokasayas (8.9). This
twofold structure is the crux: moha is not one
thing but a genus with a cognitive and a
conative wing, and itis precisely this jointreach
that the candidate-translations, each seizing
one wing and dropping the other, cannot hold
together. Modern scholarship confirms the
weight placed here — Jaini makes the subdual
of the mohaniya the hinge of the whole ascent
of the gunasthanas (Jaini), and Johnson
traces how bondage itself came to be located
in the kasayas of caritra-moha rather than in
outward act (Johnson).

The method that follows is lexical and
analytical: for each term | give the etymology
and dictionary sense, note its use in the
tradition that employs it, and ask where it
diverges from moha as just fixed. That the
exercise is worth the trouble is a lesson of the
wider scholarship, for Halbfass has shown how
readily an Indian term, transposed into a
European vocabulary, takes on the receiving
tradition's commitments, so that a translation
may quietly settle questions the original left
open (Halbfass).

2.TheIndian Near-Synonyms

2.1 Avidya. Avidya is the most frequent Indian
near-synonym of moha, and the most
instructive contrast with it. Morphologically it is
a privative — a-vidya, “non-knowledge” — and
its grammar of absence shapes every use to
which it is put: the beginningless concealment

of Advaita (Sankara's adhyasa), the first link of
the Buddhist chain of dependent origination,
and, in Yoga, the “field” of the remaining
afflictions — avidya ksetram uttaresam
(Yogasdatra 2.4). Two features set it apart from
moha. First, its privative grammar: where
avidya is at root a lack that the dawning of
knowledge removes, moha is a positive
modification of the soul, conditioned by a real
mohaniya karma, whose removal is a
transformation and not the filling of a gap.
Second, its cognitive confinement: avidya
names a defect of knowing and answers, at
most, to the view-wing of moha, leaving the
kasayas of caritra-moha unaddressed. The
relation between the traditions is in fact neatly
reversed. Buddhism largely identifies the two,
naming the one root-defilement now as moha
(one of the three unwholesome roots) and now
as avijja; the Jaina, by contrast, makes the
cognitive defect (mithyatva) a species of the
wider moha, whose genus embraces conduct
as well as view. To render moha as avidya is
thus to demote it from genus to species, and
from a positive force to a privation.

2.2 AjAiana. AjAidna shares the privative form
and, for just that reason, is the least adequate
single rendering. The decisive distinction is
that between ajfiana as mere not-knowing and
mithya-jfiana as wrong-knowing; on its view-
side moha is the latter. Jaina epistemology
fixes the point: the three ordinary cognitions of
an unliberated soul become, in one who holds
a false world-view, the three wrong cognitions
(kumati, kusruta, kuavadhi) — termed ajfiana
not because the mithyadrstilacks cognition but
because whatever he cognises is vitiated at its
root by his false standpoint (Tattvartha-sditra
1.31-32). The deluded soul does not merely
lack knowledge — it may possess a great deal
— but cognises under a standing
misattribution, taking the non-self for the self.
The faultis one of direction, not of quantity; and
ajfiana, whose whole sense is quantitative,

T © 9oel T, T g | WS R03% : X3



cannot register a mis-direction that coexists
with abundantlearning.

2.3 Maya. Maya carries two senses that pull in
opposite directions, and moha sits awkwardly
with each. In its Vedantic use it is the cosmic
power of illusion or appearance — identified
already with primal matter, mayam tu prakrtim
vidyat (Svetasvatara Upanisad 4.10), and, in
the strong Advaitic reading, projecting a world
that is ultimately unreal. In the Jaina lexicon,
however, maya is deceit — the third of the four
kasadyas, a conduct-deluding passion
(Tattvartha-satra 8.10). Neither sense will
serve, and for opposite reasons. The Vedantic
sense imports a metaphysics the Jaina rejects,
for the Jaina world is real and moha distorts the
soul's relation to it rather than conjuring an
unreal one; the Jaina sense is far too narrow,
being but one of sixteen kasayas. The first
reading makes moha too cosmic, the second
too small. The scholarship has mapped the
word's range closely — Reyna traces it from

the Rgvedic sense of a god's creative “wile” to
the Advaitic principle of appearance (Reyna),
and Shastri fixes the mature term as the
anirvacaniya, “indeterminable,” power of
concealment (Shastri). It is exactly this
indeterminacy that disqualifies maya as a
name for moha, which is assigned a perfectly
determinate status: a real bhava of a real soul,
conditioned by a real karma.

3.The English Renderings

3.1 Ignorance. “Ignorance” is the standard
rendering of avidya and ajfidna, and it inherits
all their privative limitations along with one of
its own. It fails on the same two counts —
privative where moha is positive, merely
cognitive where moha is two-winged. The
added liability is connotative: in ordinary
English “ignorance” suggests an innocent or
remediable want of schooling, and so
trivialises a condition the tradition holds to be
the beginningless root of all bondage. To say
the soul “wanders through ignorance” invites
the misreading that more learning would set it
free — but the learned may be the most deeply
in moha.

3.2 Delusion. “Delusion” is the least
inadequate of the English options, and the one
this study adopts where a gloss is unavoidable.

Its advantages are real: unlike “ignorance” it is
not privative — a delusion is a positive false
state — and it carries an affective colouring
that gestures toward the conduct-wing. Yet two
features keep it from being an equivalent. First,
“delusion” locates the fault in a belief, whereas
moha is a disposition prior to, and productive
of, particular false beliefs: the deluded
proposition is downstream. Second, the word's
most precise modern sense is clinical — in the
Diagnostic and Statistical Manual a delusion is
a symptom, “a fixed belief that is not amenable
to change in light of conflicting evidence”
(American Psychiatric Association 87) —
marking the disordered individual against the
sane majority. But moha is no pathology; it is
the universal condition of the unliberated soul,
and the very belief the Jaina calls its root, the
identification of self with body, is by the
diagnostic norm the baseline of sanity. That the
philosophical literature on delusion has itself
abandoned the search for necessary and
sufficient conditions (Bortolotti) only confirms
that a contested clinical term cannot fix the
outline of a soteriological concept it was never
framed to hold.

3.3 lllusion. “lllusion” renders the Vedantic
maya more than the Jaina moha, and its
difficulties follow accordingly. Its home is the
philosophy of perception — the bent stick, the
rope mistaken for a snake — and the fault it
names lies in the appearance, its correction a
matter of seeing the object aright. This is
precisely what moha is not: the fault is not in
the world's appearing falsely but in the soul's
mis-relating to a world that is exactly as it is.
The objects of moha — the body, the passions,
the possessions — are not illusory but entirely
real, and the error lies in the soul's
appropriation of them as itself. Matilal shows
that the classical Indian analysis of error
(khyati) was debated precisely as a question
about the object and its appearing, remedied
by the badha that shows the object as it is
(Matilal); but moha is not a khyati to be
sublated by a truer cognition — it is a
disposition to be dissolved by a transformation
of the soul, and the body it fastens on remains,
inthe end, a body.

4. Synthesis and Conclusion: The
Fourfold Conjunction and the Case
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forthe Untranslated

Each candidate term seizes one facet
of moha and lets the rest fall away. The
privatives — avidya, ajfidna and “ignorance” —
capture the cognitive lack but miss its positive
and conative character; maya and “illusion”
capture the illusory note but mislocate the fault,
in an unreal world or a false appearance,
where moha places it in the soul's relation to a
real one; “delusion” comes closest, catching
the positive and affective colouring, but
propositionalises and, in its clinical sense,
pathologises a condition that is dispositional
and universal. What no single rendering can
hold together is the conjunction that the Prakrit
sources set down without ambiguity: that moha
is (i) positive, a real bhava of the soul; (ii)
karmically conditioned, the effect of a real
mohaniya substance of twenty-eight species;
(iif) two-winged, reaching across cognition
(darsana-moha) and conduct (caritra-moha) at
once; and (iv) relational, the mis-relating of a
real soul to a real world. Every translation
purchases intelligibility in the target language
at the cost of one or more of these four; and a
term that can only be had by losing what is
essential toitis better notexchanged at all.

The decision to retain moha
untranslated has, moreover, a warrant beyond
the present case. Halbfass documents how
rendering the tradition's key terms — dharma
as “religion,” dar$ana as “philosophy,”
brahman as “God” — has repeatedly reshaped
each concept in the image of the receiving
language (Halbfass); to keep moha is to
decline, deliberately, just such a reshaping.
The connotations surveyed here are thus not
interchangeable labels but rival construals,
each locating the fault in the object, the
proposition, or the absence rather than in the
positive, two-winged disposition the Prakrit
sources describe. Having fixed, by this via
negativa, what moha is not, one is positioned
to set out, from those sources, what it is — the
task to which the larger study turns.
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